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shopping

Capri sun. CLOCKENSE MAOM RIGHE: Frolicking by i

Ehe rocks in the Marina Plocola; Capel's biggest, E\'}i .
ldest coral necklsce, @l Alberte & Lina; La Pariss e
L0 o

enne's chiffen designs.
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Fendi bags, Malo wraps, Frette linens—naot to mention those legendary pants:
designer brands are only part of the worldly enticements on Capri

Frsr soime pl.'-:l:p-h.' the mose vivid i||1F| ressions of § '.apri
comeern the l.'l.l|l.l1 ol the Grotta Aezurra or the breath

taking view from the frone sears of the famous funde

wlar. Mot me 'm hauneed by a 70-carar aguamarine |
encountered ar Alberio e Ling, the island’s presiminenn
jeweler, | visited thie shop my fimse afternoon in town
and received whar Uim convineed s the exact sdmie
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welcome given o celebrines and dignitanies who have
walked in over the lasr five decades

“Sit down! Bit down! We rake care of you!™ Lina
Federico insrmicts e, motionmg to a sumptuous side
chair * Lisok out the window! You see, evervhody stops 1o
RO OHr Tlliﬂ::'i - '|II|.|:"'|'|‘|_ (AR |.-:||I_||,|I;|,||_||_|;H._ CACTT I |;|-,|1|_':«.
with bennaed heads and skintight dresses ane scaring =

Mikkal Wang



I'he next mOrning | r-:p!nr-:' “ia Homa, a sereet with a
peculiar mix of merchandise: exquisite coral jewelry and
hand-smocked baly dresses along with racks of cheesy
Teshirts aned Pinocclio key eings. At the fous da Costanan
sandal shop, the readily proffered business card shows a 1950
photo of Sophia Loren and Clark Gable lollog oueside the
store, and the Fl|.1n' still has a funky old-fashicned :1§|!1|=.|I S0
it comes a8 4 bic of a disappodnement that vou can buy it
wares on the Web at wewweapridream,com, Ssill, irs more
1-I.III rn:!«r-.lﬂ'rh:-n'u 17 rI'||- !-Ell ||_'| .'||||1 |I.|:|....,' IIIq_""\.Ih"'l_'\'! |r|;||]|_' l.~‘|'||||_'
yo wait. " Every year we create new siyles.” says the pro

With every luxury, natural and retail, at hand on
Capri, it's easy and surprisingly delightful to feel,
at least briefly, like a bird in a gilded cage

prictor, showing ofi a pair of delicate, Dat-soled pale blue
sandals decorated with a hand of Swarovski cryseal hearrs

Srrobling through the fomous Fieeerta, | furn inee Yia
Le Botteghe, o narmow back streer that sall houses linodewm
floored barberslops and cobblers. They're o reminder that
when the lait hotel closes in Movember, when the bast
heiress has dowied che lar Campart an the Chaisd Bar, Capri
is a place where real people live

Ar Amgela Pustiad, an exquisies jewelry glop with one
of-a-kind designs, the owner looks up from a
char with her neighbor the checse-monger o
c'x|:-|:|i|| the :upi& camess in the window, =1
ke pertl - cuprids - becavise oy shop i named
fusr my mother, Jl.nlg\u'|.1 Patrini!™ she exclaims
W ey o produce singular pieces—and we
don’t make o kot W want people to have some
thing disersetave Tromm our Caprl.” | desperately
wang saomething from Angela's Capri, but I'm
afraid the massive, cameo-centered gem-soud
ded gold rings, heavy as brass knockles, would
live in my jewelry box instead of on my hand

As the most glamorous of tourist towns
Caprt 15 full of 1rems fnteinded o be bubble
wrapped and taken Far, far away
Criftware shops tend toward fanx
naif, hand- painted gewgaws: ceramic
plagues that say Cave canes, glass
animals, clocks and pots and crocks
Adrer five or aix of these exhase
ingly quaint places, it’s a pleasure to
wander fnro the fesolutely uin-cute
Raku Capr, The seock, mastly min-
tmaliar glassware and ceramics, looks
more Swedish than southern Iralian
Though there are glass-beaded silver
necklaces, most of the merchandise
t4 fatended 1o dress your table: aus
pere giraffe-necked vases, moody

sider shopping

Murane glass tumblers, candles shaped lke dishes
with quivering wicks
Dhowvmn thie steeet ar Lady Caped, 'in noe at all sare which
half of the schizophrenic merchandise is right for me, The
pink linen embroidered smocks, an island staple and
frumpy anywhere but here, seem intended fora diamaond
dripping dowager. The crochered string bikinis look more
approprate for her volupruous debatante danghrer
Having spent the morming exploeing the back sefeets,
I stovp at the Plazzetta’s Gran Caffe Yuooto for a Swenaia (ac
cording to Shirley Hazzard's book Creene ow Capré A Meriods
Crraham Grreene used o hang out here, long before
Freme coverlers and Malo pullovers took up res-
idence), head over to Yia Victorio Emanuele, and
meander down past those ieresisrible windows at
Alberio e Lina. 1'm |.'|1r|'|p|:'|:u-|'|'m1{||.1'r'd ‘|"-!. the of
ferings ar Amiing Ribinacel, where the specialey is
knitwear—cloudlike cashmere in every shade of the spec
i, made wp as plain pallovers or cardigans, or clegant
rugly shirts rendered in pink and apple-green stripes and
closed ar the neck with raoe dioy peail buteois, Jisse down Via
Camerclle, La L.'».:-1|.-.‘|.'||.g|u. Libr & Aree i:-:.un:u:hu".':lpn'm'il_l.
inal: 3 bookstore-gallery run by Ausilia Veneruso, a jaunty
syaran with Black hair, timy gﬁnm-:- far down her nose, and
the air of & literamre professor. The shelves are filked with
a combanation of contemporary books on Capri, some

A Fiehdl bag did 15e Faraglioni Bocks —
thvts st B Capei, CLOCHWERE PRI LEFT;
Thiis i aw Teoi BasCapii of ok sy
CTAgRY conds; Saqa Apraa, the owner ol
Rabw Cagl; & colletors edilsss Fendi gilk
higuetia, using images of th island woven
nh direailh-cantuny Randlonms.
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whe's terargue? " Here s Jackic RKennedy i the capri
panes 1 meake,” she says, her voice like a tiny bird, tum
ing the pages of a well-worn scrapbook just Like the
one ar Alberro e Lina “Here s Cona Chaplin, Fredric
Sarch, Yvonme DeCarlo

Suddenky shie TIPS T TN, A, |'|'-|.p||' of serious
customers i the casual garbs Bvored by 21080 cenmury so
cialites—he's ina lommy Ilill':é_'ur I-shirt, she's in sem
transparent white shors and & steiw har—express an
interest in special-ordering a two-tone chiffon, coystal
bugroned pei-seple jacker dn just the righr shades of
rovyal Blue and cherry Though the exchange takes place
i Dealioon ie's easy po understand wly La Pansienne has
bieen in business for almost poo years, Boles of fabric are
coming up froa the basemient, and di Flore has o kees
look on her face and a rape messure in her teech

I could warch them debare ehe muances of silk
shades for hours, bur che sun is lowering over the
Crean Caffe Yaorto, and | need o hurey across the
Piazeerra, down Via Vicrorio Emanuele, past the
Chuisizana and over o " Worth Avenue” where a glad
stone is waiting 1o be wrapped well enough to with
staind a fimienlar eide ro the harkor, a |l'|r':. acvoes the
bay to Maples, a cab to the Naples arrpore, a short bop
to Rovme, and a 1o-hoar scqjourn im an overhead com

|1.|rl1||| 0 TS thee Axlancic [}

shopping

THE FACTS

SHOPS

Alberbo e Lina 18 g Vitorio Ernondele; po-081/817-084 1.

Fendi 8 Wi Comenaiie; 39-081/ 83 7-081.

Da Castando 44 Vig Soma; je-081/ 817807z

Angela Pultinl 23 W Le Batfeghe; 19-081/ 8378000

Raku Caprl 4—6 Via Le Sofeghe; 1g-081/877-00468,

Lady Caprl 47 ¥ia Le Boreghe; ye-081,/857-0280

Amina Rubinaccl 19-15 ¥a ¥itrorle Emoncele; 19-081/837-7208,

La Conchiglia Librl & Arte 15 Vig Comerelle; j-08/817-8109

La Parlsienne 7 Plozra aberte f; 39-081,/ 8770287

Russe Uamo 510 Plazrerts Quisisond; 19-081/838-8204.
HOTELS

Grand Hotel Quisisana » Vo Comerelle; 39-083/8 3r-0pB8; waweglisd
ft; doubales from S2ec, imchicling breakfast. Miles of marble, iruckloads
ol cryslal, and o high-sattage croved.

Redals Maresca 285 Wa Provincimts Maning Grande; 10-081/ 877-0d810;
WAL RIS A rEsr LT dalies frivn fl:_t,;?. Th 27 roodms im this s2aside
hodel are furnished in elegant Medileranean style,

La Scalinatella 5 Vo Tragard; $9-088 51706 1T Wi soolimalena ooy
doubles from 5270, including breakfase. Everyihlng the Quisl i=n:
discresl, ralingd, mmantic

Eﬂ“ Palace Hodel & EF-I 14 Wia Capddimmonie, Amacapn; j‘g'-ﬂﬂl.l'll;l_?ﬂ-
arid; wwocapd-palace. oy dowties from haso, incluaing breakfost,
Same moms have privale podals; &l teeler 1,500 leel abowe the s8a,
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